* „ 1 , 0 
, * 


4 - »,» : * 
P * 
4+ 1 "4 a» X , 


UPON THE 


. 
EXCISE: 


SHEWING, 


I. That Ex cis Es muſt be deſtructive of Trade 
in General. 


II. That Ex cis Es are inconſiſtent with the Li- 
berties of a Free People. 


L OO NCD: MM. 


Printed for J. WIL FORD, behind the Chaptor-Huſe, in 
St. Paul's Church- Tard. Price Six-pence, 


4+ 


* 


' 5 » 40h 4+ 
N. L # , * 4 * 

# . 4 = p 5 * 4 

4 , FM . 


_ _— 
- 
- 
- 
* 


OBSERVATIONS, 


— . A 
0 % = * 
— * x IE + y 
A” * f > „ , - 
8 OR. 
„ 


; * 
0 
' 
' 


o 


5 


OBSERVATIONS 


UPON THE 


LAWSof EXCISE. 


0 


more true, in Practice and Experience, 
than that which tells us, That in Li- 
mited Governments, if ever the People, 
or thoſe entruſted to act for them, 
yield up any Privilege, or Point of Liberty, to the 
Executive Part of the Government, it is ſcarce 
ever known, that they are able to recover it again: 
For, It it is the Nature of Power, to be always 
encroachipg; and if the Subject is weak enough 
to yield, Power will enlarge its Demands. Power, 
like Avarice, has a moſt devouring Appetite, that 
encreaſes the more it is fed, — It will ſtill 
be craving more from the People, till there is No- 
thing left for One to give, nor the Other to take; 
and thus it is that Governments become Arbitrary. 


1 | ] be- 
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believe, for many Years after the Revolution, 9 


if a Man ſhould have given out, that the Time 
would ſhortly come, when an Attempt would be 
made to put the People of England under a Gene- 
ral Exciſe, it would have been looked upon as the 
Raving of ſome enraged Facobite ; no Man would 
have given the leaſt Attention to ſo idle a Railler: 
He might, indeed, have eſcaped being puniſhed as 
an Incendiary ; becauſe all the World would have 
looked upon him as a Madman; yet I could name 


the Man, a Subje&, as well as myſelf, who has 


the Boldneſs to give out, That he will have a Ge- 
neral Exciſe. 


I make no Doubt, but that a Miniſter, who is 


rot acquainted with the ſecret Springs of Trade, 1 
who is ignorant of the Circulations it makes, and, 
of Conſequence, does not know what Accidents 


may divert or impede it, may be impoſed upon b7 
ſome Knaviſn Projector, who has Nothing in View, 
but to get himſelf made a Commiſſioner, by pro- 
poſing, that this, or that Species of Goods thould 

e laid under an Exciſe; but if we, who are to 
be the Sufferers, ſhould give into it, we muſt be 
either weary of thoſe Privileges which are the 
diſtinguiſhing Marks of a Free Nation, or Some- 
thing worſe, which I don't care to name, 


If either of theſe be the Caſe I am ſpeaking to 


Mien, deaf to all Reaſon, and deſtined for De- 


ſtruction but Jam willing to think otherwiſe : I 
flatter myſeif that there are ſtill a Number of 


free ſenſible Spirits amongſt Us, who will not 


give 
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, Foive up the Liberties of the Subject to increaſe 
- 3 the Revenues of the Crown. 


- * This is no Party Cauſe: It is no Diſpute be- 
e "twixt Whigs and Tory, or Contention, whether 
1 this or that Set of Men are to have the Admini- 
: Ftration of publick Affairs; but it is the general 
s Concern of that great and uſeful Body of Men, 
e the Trading People of England, of thoſe who 
e neither ſeek, or expect Poſts or Preferments, and 
s who have Nothing in View, but quietly to reap 
; the Fruits of their honeſt Induſtry, 
7 therefore have Reaſon to hope, That in treat- 
i] ing of this Subject, I ſhall meet with a candid 
and an impartial Hearing; and I doubt not, but 
that in the Compaſs of a very few Pages I ſhall 


be able to convince all impartial Men. 


Ss F irſt, That Levying Money, by Way of Exciſe, 
1 muſt be deſtructive of Trade in General. 


* Secondly, That Exciſes are inconſiſtent with the 
' Liberties of a Free People. 
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If a Man by any particular Method or Courſe 
of Living, ſhould find he enjoy'd a long and un- 
: Interrupted Series of Health, would it be wiſe in 
him to liſten to the Advice of Quacks and Em- 
piricks, and try Experiments, in Order to be 
cCured of Diſtempers, while Nothing aid him? 
and fo run the Hazard of being poiſon'd, only 

to be better than well. 
If 


— . WIE ” 
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If we apply this to the Body Politick, It wil 
amount to this plain Truth, that where Trade ha ! 
been obſerv'd to extend itſelf and gather Strength Jar 
by certain Rules and Methods, which have there th 


fore been found to be wholeſome, it is dangerou 


to change thoſe Methods for others, whoſe Succeſs, # 
at beſt, 1s doubtful. | 


But if the new Regulations, which are made, Ig 
are ſuch as have ruin'd Commerce in other Nations, hy 
then thoſe who have Recourſe to them cannot plead i 
even Ignorance, that common, but ſhameful, Ex-. 
cuſe for doing lilly Things. 


V 
If the Intereſt of Trade, be a Matter of State, f 
as it ought to be, in a Nation, which cannot 
make good her Engagements, with her numerous 
Creditors, if it ſhould fail, thoſe who adviſe new 
Regulations to be made in it, ought to know 
what Relation and Dependance, all Branches of 
Traftick, have, with each other, If they under- 
ſtood this Science, they would know, that an 
Exciſe laid upon any one Species of Goods will 
not only hurt that particular Branch, but may, 


in ſome Degree, affect every Manufacture in the 
Kingdom. 


] could ſhew, if it was not beſide my preſent 
Deſign, how great a Clog the Exciſes on Salt, 
Soap, Candles, and many other Species of Com- 
modities, are upon the Manufactures, Trade, 
and Navigation of Great Britain; and how great 

a Dil- 


wil 7 

ha Diſcouragement they have been to the en- 
19th larging the Foreign and Domeſtick Buſineſs of 
ere this Nation. 

ro = 

eſs, But to our preſent purpoſe: I will fſup- 
pole, That fome Branches of our Plantation- 
Frade, have. been of great Advantage to Eng- 
nd. — That the Commodities which we have 
drought from thoſe Countries, have not only ſerv'd 
ead pr our Home-Conſumption; but, have, great 
Part of them, been re-exported to other Countries, 
whereby they have created Us Buſineſs, in almoſt 


Il the Parts of Europe. ; 


ate, 
not The Countries, from whence we fetch theſe 
ous Boods, receive no Money in Return, but take in 


Exchange for them, the Product and Manufactures 
ow pf Great Britain. — This is a Manner of Traffick, 
of | 7 which a Number of Hands is neceſſarily em- 
er- ploy'd, and which brings a real and certain 
- Feat into the Kingdom. 

M1 3 


Now if the Commodities imported from theſe 
he Plantations, and which take our own Product 
— Manufactures in Return, ſhould be laid 
under Exciſes, the Conſequence muſt be ( for 
nt Reaſons which 1 ſhall hereafter give) that the 
lt, Conſumption will be leſs in this Kingdom. 
* 
le, i Such of theſe Commodities, as are the Proluce 
of our own Plantations, will be alſo raid in 
l- Price to Foreigners, which will have this Con- 
| ſequence, That they will either ſeek to have n 
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from other Countries, or plant them in their 
own Colonies, 


This muſt neceſſarily hinder the Producing '1 


the ſame Quantities in our Plantations, and our 


American Settlements muſt decline, at the ſame | 
Time the Planters will not be able to take near | 
the Quantities of the Manufactures and Utenſils 
of Great Britain, which they uſed to do, to the | 
Ruin of great Part of our Artificers, as well as 
the Decreaſe of our Navigation, which is both 
our Strength and our Glory. | 


I foreſee what will be objected to me here, I 
ſhall be told, The Foreigners wuſt take theſe 
Goods from Us, let Us lay what Incumbrances 
we will upon them, becauſe they cannot have 
them. any where elſe; and as to Planting them 


in their own Colonics, it is a Notion altogether 
Chimerical, 


But I ſhall obviate theſe Objections, by ſhewing 


a parrallel Caſe which happen'd in an other 
Country, 


The Neapolitans were once very induſtrious in 
Gathering, and in Working up, all Sorts of Silks, |} 
and the greateſt Part of their People were em- 
ploy'd in this Manufacture; but the King of Spazn, 
having a Mind to lay ſome new Impoſition upon 
the People (with a View to increaſe his Revenue) 
Orders were ſent to the Viceroy for that Purpoſe, 
and it was debated in what Manner this Money 

ou 


[9] 
ſhould: be raiſed. The Viceroy was of Opinion, 


That Nothing would anſwer the Purpoſe ſo well 
as an Exciſe upon Silk. 


There were ſome who ſhew'd what Effect this 
might probably have upon their flouriſhing Trade; 
but the Viceroy's Council were of the Opinion 
of their Leader, and ſo it paſs'd for the Exciſe, 
and it had this Conſequence, 


The Foreign Merchants of all Nations finding 
the Neapolitan Silk rais'd upon them, began to 
ſtudy, and contrive, how it might be had cheaper, 
and many of rhem, whoſe Climates were proper 
for it, put their own People upon nouriſhing Silk- 
Worms, and working Silks; others who could 
not do it, went to theſe new Beginners, becayſe 
they could deal with them upon better Terms; 
ſo that in the Space of a few Years, the Neapol:- 
tans intirely loſt this benificial Trade, to the Ruin 
of many Thouſand Families. 


The Neapolitans did not only ſuffer in the 
Loſs of the Silk Trade, by this Excife, but their 
Navigation was greatly leflen'd;, Numbers of their 
People either were ſtarving at home, or went 
into other Countries to ſeek Bread; by all which 
the Conſumption of every Manufacture in the 
Kingdom muſt have been diminiſh'd. 


Let no Man ſay, That theſe are vain and idle 
Apprehenſions, when it is conlidered what 1s 
already come to paſs in our Sugar-Trade. — We 
| B ſee 
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ſee with Sorrow that the Burdens with which 


that Trade has been incumber'd, has enabled 
another Nation to beat Us in it. 


It is not only the Money which was brought 
into this Kingdom by the Sugar re-exported to 
Holland, Hamburgh and other Foreign Coun- 
tries, by which Great Britain once annually gain'd, 
and by the Decline of which Trade ſhe ſuffers, 
but ſhe ſuffers again by the Sugar Planters not 
being able to take ſo much of our Goods and Ma- 
nufactures by three hundred thouſand Pounds per 
Annum, as they did when their Plantations were 
in a flouriſhing and rifing Condition, which is 
already, but too much felt by the Manufacturers 
and Traders of Great Britain, 


If it ſhould be urged that the Incumbrances on 
the Sugar Trade were not occafion'd by an Exciſe, 
Jam ready to grant it, but my Anſwer is, that 
all Incumbrances will fink Traffick let them pro- 
ceed from what Cauſe they will. We know by 
Experience, what a falſe Security it1s to flatter our- 
ſelves that we may lay Burdens upon Trade, upon 
this Preſumption, that no other Nation can go into 
it but ourſelves.—It is purſuing this miſtaken 
Notion that has enabled other Countries to ſet 
up ſome ManufaQures in which we excelFd.,—It 
is owing to that, that we fee ourſelves underſold 
in Foreign Markets in Woollen Goods, a Ma- 
nufature which a certain Author ſays, Is to 
England, what Bread is to Man, the Staff of 


Life. 
If 
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If Errors have been committed heretofore, it 


is Time to rectifie them now. If there are {till 


ſome Branches of Trade left to Us, and which 
we enjoy, excluſive of other Nations, Would it 
not be neſs in Us to lay Hardſhips and Dif— 
ficulties upon it, while all the Neighbouring 
States are giving Eaſe to Trade, in order to en- 
courage their Subjects to go into it? 


I fay, That all the Councils of other Coun- 
tries, have of late Years been turned towards 
the Advancement of Commerce; even Govern- 
ments, in other Reſpects ſevere and arbitrary, 
have ſtudied to eaſe their Merchants, that the 
Natives may be encouraged to launch into Trade, 
and Foreigners be tempted to deal with them, 


If we ſhould take Meaſures directly oppoſite, 
ſome Merchants will be tempted to leave Us, 
in order to ſettle in Countries where Trade en- 
joys greater Immunities; others will retire from 

rade, to live privately upon what they have : 
Here will be a great Stock taken out of the 
National Trade, 2nd a large Part of it drawn 
quite out of the Kingdom; for Trade will ex- 
tend, or leſſen, as the Stock employ'd in it 1s 
great or ſmall; and, I think, I may fay, that 
the Strength and Grandeur of a Kingdom muſt 


be ſupported by its Stock in Trade, 


In reſpe& to Goods imported, the Merchant 
will find a great Difference betwixt a Duty and 
B 2 an 
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an Exciſe; allowing the Sum levied to be the | 
ſame, the Exciſe will not eaſe him of any of 


thoſe Charges in 1 857 on his Trade, which 


he was ſubject to before; ſuch as Offices, Fees, 1 


Servants, & c. but it will Occafion other Ex- 


pences, from which he was free before; he muſt 


keep perhaps an additional Servant, or Servants, 


to attend and wait upon the Officers, in the 
frequent Viſits they will make to overlook and 
examine his Stock; his own Trouble, Fatigue, 
and the Interruption from the Purſuit of his 

Affairs, which it will occaſion, muſt alſo be 
thrown into the Account, for all which he muſt ? 
have a Confideration in the Value of his Goods, 
which muſt be paid by the Conſumer, and will 


be a Clog upon Trade, 


As to ſuch imported Commodities as may have | 
paid the Exciſe, there will be no Opportunity 


to re export them, tho* there ſhould be never 
{o great an Advantage to the Owner by an ex- 
traordinary Demand for ſuch Goods at any Fo- 
reign Market. — The Duties on ſome Commodi- 
ties being twenty to fifty per Cent, on others two 


and three hundred per Cent, which not being 


allow'd to be drawn back on the Exportation 
after the Payment of the Exciſe Duty, muſt 
neceſſarily put Us under ſuch Difficulties, as 


that we ſhall not be able to trade on an equal 


Foot with other Nations. 


We have Reaſon enough to know, by the Ex- 
perience of ſome Years, that Exciſe Laws do 


not 
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4 ot prevent Smugling; no Goods have been fo 
of | 
ch 


uch run of late Years, as exciſeable Goods. We 
thear every now and then of vaſt Seizures of 
Teas, but we hear nothing of thoſe Quantities 
which eſcape, tho' I am very ſure the Eaſt-India 
{Company feels the laſt in their Sales, and the 
evenue in its Accounts, 


It will always happen, that where the Man 


2 whoſe Stock is ſmall finds himſelf vexed and 
impoveriſh'd, by carrying on Trade in a fair 
and open Manner, he will ſeek to do it clan- 
deſtinely, where he may hope for more Profit, 
and lefs Trouble.—It is ſeen in all Countries, 


and in all Religions, that when Men fancy them- 
ſelves oppreſs'd they will think 1t no Sin to de- 
ceive their Oppreſſors for the Maintenance of their 
Families. 


It is not in the Power of the Commiſſioners 
of the Exciſe, to hinder the bringing in of ex- 
ciſeable Goods; their Officers do not guard the 
Coaſt; their Province lies in vexing and teazing 
the fair Trader, and interrupting him in the lau- 
ful Purſuit of his Affairs: But If it was their 
Province, I ſcarce believe they would be honeſter 
than the Officers of the Cuſtoms ; they have a 
larger Scope for Fraud, and it is to be conſider'd, 
that it is become a Maxim, for every Man to 
make the moſt of his Employment. 


Upon the whole, I ſhall venture to aſſert one 


Thing, upon the beſt Information, That the Eaft- 
India 


[ 14 ] ; 
India Company: has loſt, and that the Revenue i; It 
not encreas'd, by an Exciſe being laid upon Tea; Ife 
and in fine, that Nobody is a Gainer by it, except he 
the Smuglers and the Projector. | Ben 


Much more might be ſaid upon this Subject; 
but by the little that is here advanced, it is as 
plain as any Propoſition in Euclid, that an Exciſe 
will affect the very Vitals of Trade, and throw it 
into ſuch a declining State, as muſt, in the Courſe 
of a few Years, entirely deſtroy it. X 


Let us now examine, Whether we ſhall any 
more have a Right to call ourſelves a Free People, 
in caſe Exciſes ſhould take Place amongſt us. N 


I will begin this Examination by acknowledg- F 
ing, that the People are obliged to pay all Ex- 
pences which are abſolutely neceſſary for the dup- 
port of the Civil Government; but it muſt be 
allow'd, at the ſame Time, that ſuch Money has 
always been looked upon as the Price which 
they pay for their Liberties; therefore every In- 
dividual, who contributes towards it, is highly 
wrong'd, if under any Pretence whatſoever, he 
1s deprived of his Share of the Purchaſe. 
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If any Partiality ſhould be practiſed in the 
levying a Subſidy, that is to ſay, if it ſhould fall 
heavier upon one Part of the People than another, 
theſe will have a Notion that they are moſt un- 
juſtly treated, to be robb'd of thoſe Immunities 
which they have a Right to enjoy in co 

With 


j . 
© Sith the reſt of their Fellow-Subjeds. If the 
ea; Method of collecting it be attended with Inſults, 
et Fexations, and Severities, and the People think 
Hiemſelves treated like Slaves, the Seeds of Dif- 
bntent are ſown in their Minds, which will ſoon 
45 3 pen into a confirm'd Hatred againſt the Govern- 

ent. | 


All wiſe States have particularly guarded againſt 
Fiving reaſonable Diſcontents, well knowing that no 


Enemies are ſo dangerous, as thoſe who become ſuch 
From a Senſe of Injury.—If there are Parties in a 
Nation, theſe People will not ſtand Neuter, but 
will join with the Malecontent Side, and do their 


Endeavour to deſtroy that Conſtitution which im- 


poſes Hardſhips upon them, in Return for all the 
Treaſure they have paid towards its Support. 


Let us now take a ſhort View of the Laws 
ſof Exciſe, that we may be the better able to 
judge, whether any of the Grievances here de- 


h ſcribed, can be the Conſequence of extending them 
2- Ffarther, and of making other Branches of Trade 
y ſubject to them. Here I am afraid we ſhall meet 
Ie with too much Matter for reaſonable Diſcontents : 


ſay, if Exciſes ſhould take Place. 


Ee Trial by Juries is a Fundamental Part of our 
I Conſtitution. It is that diſtinguiſhing Mark of 


Liberty which an Exgliſoman values himſelf up- 
on, becauſe no other Subject enjoys it but him- 
ſelf. It is this which defends the Poor from 
7 the Oppreſſion of the Great, and the private _ 
L rom 
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from the Reſentment of the Favourite and the Mi. 
niſter. Our Anceſtors entertain'd ſo high an Idea 
of this invaluable Privilege, that they, guarded it IV 
(as they thought) againſt all Attempts of ever be. 
ing broken into. It is not only the Foundation of tl 
Magna Charta, but it has been confirm'd by three 
ſcore different Parliaments, ſince the Norman Con- 
queſt. 


o 
. 
- 


4 
1 
The Parliament which now ſubſiſts, ſhew'd : 
they had the ſame juſt Regard for it, when they 
paſs'd that excellent Act for the better Regulation 
of Furies; and I believe that moſt Men are now 
of Opinion, that this Act would have been much 
more beneficial to the Subject, had it not been 
for a Clauſe in it relating to the ſtriking of Spe- MW! 
cial Juries; but the Deſign of it, no Doubt, was 
to preſerve Liberty in its Purity to the Subject: 
And can it enter into any Man's Head, after this, 
to think that this ſame Parliament will be pre- 
vail'd upon to deprive a Part of their Fellow- 
Subjects, (the uſeful and induſtrious Part of 
them, Men who have committed no Crimes 
againſt the Laws) of their Right to this great 
Privilege, and thereby put them upon a worſe 
Foot, in ſome Reſpects, than common Felons ? 3 


- 
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x1 


18 


Yet this muſt be the Conſequence of making 
Trade ſubject to an Exciſe.— The Powers given 
to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in collecting the 
Taxes under their Management, takes away from 
every Engliſbman, that Right which was given 
him by Magna Charta, fo far as he is a Trader 
in exciſeable Commodities. | "A 


171 


ez 1n all other Caſes, where Property is concern'd, 
it whether the Diſpute be betwixt Subject and 
e. Bubject, or betwixt the Crown and the Subject, 
of the Cauſe is tried in an open Court by Judges, 
e. ho, tho' appointed by the Crown, are in fome 
n. Reſpect made independent of it, by holding their 

Places for the Life of that King, — I heir Oath 
s to do Juſtice according to Law, but ſtill the 
Petermination does not lie intirely in their 
WBreaſts; it is to be decided by the Verdict of 
twelve Men, Perſons who are indifferent betwixt 
both Parties, who are their Equals, and are ſworn 
to go according to the Evidence given, and the 
Proofs laid before the Court. — But in all Dif- 
e. putes, betwixt the Exciſe-Officer and the Trader, 
in all Informations and Proſecutions which may 
Ie brought againſt the laſt, the poor Trader is 
left to be judg'd by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, 


4 


1. 


| _—_ 

* WPcrſons who are appointed by the Miniſter, and 
„. who hold their Employments by no.other Tenure, 
of than their Continuance in his good Graces, whoſe 


Power 1s of ſuch an extraordinary Nature, that 
they judge without Juries, are confined to no 
Forms or Rules of Law, (and I had like to have 
aid to no Rules of =) they take an Oath. 
indeed, but it is an Oath to act for the Advantage 
pf the Revenue. — To ſuch a Degree does the 


17 "op . * 

n poor Trader lie at their Mercy. 

1e 

n lt may be here demanded, whether there does 


not lie an Appeal from theſe Commiſſioners to 
ome other Juriſdiction, in Caſes were the Sub— 
1 C. ject 
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ject is aggriev'd by them, —My Anſwer is, there 3 
does, — but to whom is this Appeal? — To cer- 
tain Judges who are calld Commiſſioners of Ap- Þ 


peal, Perſons like the others, appointed by the 
Miniſter, and who hold their Employments by 
the ſame Patent, that is, the Breath of his Fa- 
vour; and ſo little a Notion have our Trading 


People of being reliev'd by ſuch Appeals, that 4 


the Places of theſe Commiiſioners is become al- 


moſt a Sine-Cure, and rarely, or never, are they 


troubled with hearing a Cauſe. 


If a Miniſter ſhould place his Pride and his 
Merit in what they call raiſing the Revenue, which 
is but a gentle Term for oppreſſing the Trading- 
People, every Creature and Dependant of his, 
will, in his particular Province, do the ſame ® 
Thing, and a Man who has his own Intereſt at 
Heart, (which Men in Employment are ſup- 
poſed to have to a greater Degree, than any 
other People whatſoever) cannot recommend him- 
ſelf, or make his Court more effectually to the 
Miniſter, than by going to the utmoſt Severity, 
in all Proſecutions; for the more Fines there 
are laid, the more Money is brought into the 


Revenue. 


Then let it be conſider' d, what a Condition 
ſuch of the Subjects are in, whoſe Property is to 
be tried by thoſe who act in the ſeveral Capa- 


cities of Proſecutors, Judges, and Executioners 
at the ſame Time. | 
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>. 3 The Impriſonment of the Body is looked upon 
1e to be next to the Loſs of Life; in like Manner, 
y Ra Man regards the Confinement of his Property, 
a- to be next to the Loſs of it —All the exciſeable 
Goods which a Man has in his Shop, or Ware- 
Fhouſe, are, in Effect, in the Cuſtody of the Ex- 
ciſe- Officers; and though all the Duties be paid, 
and an Opportunity offers of diſpoſing of them 
in a fair Way of Trade, it cannot be done with- 
out a Permit, a Kind of Habeas Corpus, from 


is the Exciſe-Office.—If they ſhould be moved with- 
h out this Permit, they are liable to be ſeiz'd, like 
7. Felons who have eſcaped from Priſon, and are 
s, to be condemn'd accordingly. I have a ſtrong 
1e Notion, that if we heard of any ſuch Practice as 
at this in another Country, we ſhould give it a 
p- Name I don't care to mention; but perhaps the 
y Climate may alter the Nature of Things. 

Ne X - | 

1e By the Law of England every Man's Houſe is 


his Caſtle; but by the Exciſe Laws, any Officer 
belonging to them may enter your Houſe by Day 
or by Night: If by Night, he can command the 
Aſſiſtance of a Conſtable to break it open; and 
as there is a Fine upon you for reſiſting him 
nin the Execution of his Office, if the Doors are 
not open'd for him in what he may think a rea- 
a- ſonable Time, (though perhaps you and your 
rs Family may be aſleep) it is left to the Com- 

3 mithoners to judge whether this be a Reſiſtance 
or not. — When he is entered, he can command 
10 you to aſſiſt him in any Rummage, or Search, he 

y C 2 thinks 


E 


thinks fit to make; if you diſobey you are 


"1 
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fined. —So that a Man who deals in exciſeable Do 
Goods, is ſo far from being able to call his Houſe ' 
his Caſtle, that every Exciſe Officer is Lord and 
Maſter over him in his own Houſe, and can com- 

mand him as if he was his Servant, 


It is pretended indeed, that all theſe Powers 
are neceſlary for the better collecting the Revenue, 
and that without them the Crown may be de- 
frauded; but what we contend for is, that ſince | 
the Revenues may as well be raisd by Way of | 
Cuſtom, therefore Exciſes are unneceſſary, and 
a free People ſhould not admit of them, up- 
on any Pretence whatſoever : For, if we take a 
View of the Penal Laws now in Force, relating 
to the Cuſtoms, we ſhall find as great Powers an- 
nex'd to them, as perhaps ever were practiſed, 
or known amongſt a Free People; and left any 
Man ſhould be impoſed upon by that falſe No- 
tion that Exciſes are neceſſary, becauſe the Powers 
of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms are not ex, 
tenſive enough for collecting in the Money granted 
by Parliament, we ſhall give a ſhort Sketch of thoſe 
Powers. | 


The Penalty upon Merchants, Maſters of Ships, 
and others concern'd in Trade, (beſides their 
being ſubje& ta an Examination upon Oath) is 
Forfeiture of the Goods. — In ſome Caſes double 
the Value, —Lols of the Ship or Veſſel, with 
all the Tackle, —Fines of one hundred, to five 
hundred Pounds, —Impriſonment,—lncapacity to 

ſue 
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ſue for any Debt, and upon any Trial the Proof 
generally to lie upon the Importer or Owner. 
The Powers given to inferior Cuſtom-Officers 
Hare very large. —All the Subjects of the Kingdom 
gare enjoin'd by Act of Parliament to aſſiſt them. — 
they may, upon Information, ſearch any Houſe, 
Trunk, or Box, for prohibited or run Goods,— 
They may enter on Board any Ship or Veſſel, 
1 week open any Cabbin, Trunk, or ſmall Package ; 
ſo that if the Government be defrauded of the 
X Cuſtoms, it muſt proceed from the Corruption or 
© Negligence of the Perſons employ'd by the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, and not for Want of 
TX ſufficient Penalties againſt the Offenders, or {uffi- 
A cient Powers in the Officers of the Cuſtoms, 


The Revolution was undertaken for the Pre- 
Y ſervation of our Rights and Privileges : That juſt 
and noble Cauſe no ſooner ſucceeded, than the 
7 firſt Parliament which was choſen after it took 
off the Tax calld Hearth-Money; a Tax, ſays 
the Hiſtorian, which bore but lightly upon the 
2 Purſes of the People; for the whole Sum rais'd 
by it did not exceed two hundred and fifty 
Z thouſand Pounds a Year, which is but a Trifle 
to the Sums they have yearly paid ſince; but 
yet it bore heavy upon their Minds, becauſe of 
the arbitrary Manner in which it was collected; 
for the Officers were empowered to enter People's 
24 Houſes to ſee what Chimnies they had, and 
therefore this Tax, though laid on by Autho- 
7 rity of Parliament, was declared to be an ar- 
/ 7 5 bitrary 
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bitrary Opprefſion * of the Subject; but by the 
Laws of Exciſe, the Officer may not only en- 
ter your Houſe by Night or by Day, but com- 
mand your Perſon.— Sure that which was pro- 
nounced to be a Badge of Slavery then, can- 
not be a Mark of Liberty now. 2 

There was a publick Spirit in the Nation in 
thoſe Days which was not to be tamed by Op- 
preſſion. —The People thought themſelves treated 
in an arbitrary Manner, and they all turn'd like 
one Man againſt the Government.—-When they 
had brought about a Change, they freely open'd 
their Purſes, in Defence of what they had 
done.—Forty Years have they been paying to 
keep out arbitrary Power, forty Years have they 
been told that they ſhould receive more than 
a valuable Conſideration for the Treaſures they | 
have given, in the Preſervation of their Liber- 
ties to them and their Poſterity ; but now, after 
all this Profuſion of ready Money, as well as a a 
Debt intail'd upon them, the Note is changed, 
and there are thoſe amongſt Us who have the 
Modeſty to tell Us, That We muſt give up our 
Liberties, and, that it is neceſſary our Conſtitution * 
ſhould be broke into, in order to enlarge the 
Revenues.— But if ever they ſhould puſh this 
Matter farther, they muſt have a Notion, that the * 
good Senſe, as well as Spirit, of our Anceſtors, 1 
ate departed from amongſt Us; and that the 
Time 1s now come, that we will bear any 4 
Thing, "II 3 


* Vide Appendix 
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he lf ever any Perſons, in this Kingdom, ſhould 
n- pe wicked enough to make ſuch an Attack up- 
Fon our Liberties, it is poſſible they will have 
the Cunning to do it by Degrees; a general Ex- 
n- Friſe at once, may cauſe a general Clamour,—It 
Smay raiſe a Ferment, which perhaps it will not 
he eaſy to lay,—lt is dangerous to rouze and 
in provoke that vaſt Leviathen, the Multitude, and, 
to let it know its own Strength. — 


oo 5 
1 


But if it be attempted only upon one Branch 
2 


Ke 

ey of Trade at a Time, ſo many of the People may 
d chink themſelves unconcern'd Spectators, that 
id the Oppoſition may be weak, and the Outcry 
ro ſmall, and fo it may paſs, it will afterwards be 
y Weaſy to obtain it for a ſecond, a third, and ſo 
in for all.— 

: But theſe Men of Indifference, who can be- 
er hold Danger falling upon their Friends, and 
2 Countrymen, without flying to aſſiſt them, ſhould 
d, conſider, that he who ſees Fire ready to be 
de thrown into his Neighbour's Houſe, and does 
ur not prevent it, will ſoon have it at his own 
YN 1 Door. 

ne 


is 1 own, that it would be ſuch an unpopular 
1c Step, that we may have Reaſon to think it never 
will be attempted, but when we conſider the 
2 Diſcourſes that are given out about it, and from 
what Quarter they come, and that there have 
been at other Times Sycophants and falſe Friends 
4 _ 
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in the very Councils of Kings, who have ad- 
viſed Meaſures that have made the Eſtabliſnment 
odious to the People: It is beſt to be upon our 
Guard, and ready to oppoſe it. 7 
' 4% 

It is a wiſer Part to prevent Errors than to 
correct them after they are made, but Errors in 


_ 
Ll 


Trade are never to be corrected, 2 


If an Exciſe ſhould be granted and it ſhould 8 
be in the People's Power to recall it again (as it 
never will be) yet, the Trade that it would de- 
ſtroy in the mean Time, would not be recovered 
with it, for when Trade once changes its 
Courſe, it is never known to return to its old 


Channel again. 


In limited Governments, where the Power is 
divided into different Branches, too much Weight 
thrown into either Scale muſt deſtroy that Bal- 
lance which is neceſſary for keeping the Conſti- 
tution in Order.—If ever the Trade of England 
ſhould be laid under Exciſes, the Counties, 
Towns, and Boroughs of this Kingdom will ſwarm * 
with Officers, the whole Body of the People 
will be brought under ſuch an Awe and Sub- 
jection to the Treaſury, that the Freedom of 
Elections will be deſtroy'd for ever, and the 
Members for all our Cities and Towns, and Bo- 
roughs, will from that Time forward be choſen 
in the Cloſet of the Miniſter for the Time being; 
ſo that were there no other Reaſon but this one 
for our oppoſing Exciſes, we ought to ſtruggle 

| againſt 
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our ainſt them as a Man would againſt that Chain 
"F hich his Enemy was going to put upon him 
ih order to bind him down for ever. 

to 

in & This is it plain to any common Underſtand- 
ds, that Exciſes carry with them the Seeds 
F Deſtruction to Trade.—That Liberty cannot 
114 Abſiſt where they are in Force; and that let 
it Me Neceſſities of the State be never ſo great, 
le. mere are Ways by which as much Money may 

Pe rais'd, not fo vexatious to the People.— 
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Look into ſome other Nations and you will 
nd, that the Methods, by which the Taxes 
Pre levied, are more grievous to the Subject, than 
is the Taxes themſelves.— Perhaps the Subjects of 
he Eugland part with a larger Share of their Pro- 
H. perty, towards the Support of the State, than the 


. 
oo 


i. Fubjects of any Neighbouring State does towards 


* 
> 


| 4 heirs; and yet they have looked upon them- 
ſelves as Free, and thoſe who have paid much leſs 


'S 4 » h 
s Slaves; becauſe what they contributed was not 


taken from them with thoſe Circumſtances of Ser- 
vitude practiſed in other Governments, and which 
\£ muſt be practiſed where-ever Exciſes are 1ntro- 


4 | 
| e © | d uced. 
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But if after all, this Nation ſhould be fo infa- 
tuated, as to ſuffer Exciſes to be laid upon them, 
hall think that Saying is verified, that Provi- 
2 dence firſt takes away the Underſtandings of thoſe 
7 whom it deſigns to ruin. 
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HISTORICAL 


OBSERVATIONS, 


Shewing the Regard our Anceſtors had to leave! 
their Poſterity Free, and confirming the Argu- 
ments in the foregoing Treatiſe, That Exciſes * 
will be deſtructive to the Trade of this King- Þ 


dom, and dangerous to the Liberties of the 
People of Great Britain. 


Y Magna Charta it is declared, No 


LEFT ed, nor will we paſs Judgment upon 
— him, or commit him to Priſon, unleſs 


wy 


by th 
Laws of the Land. 


| Vide Mag, Chart. Art. 46. 
After the Granting of the Petition of Right, the 


Houſe ordered, that the Grand Committee for Re- 


ligion, Trade, Grievances, and Courts of Juſtice, 
thould fit no longer; but that the Houſe - ſhould 
proceed only to the Conſideration of Grievances of 


moſt Moment; and firſt they fell upon the Com-“ 
million ; 


Freeman ſhall be taken, or impriſon- 
ed, or baniſhed, or any Ways deſtroy- | 


e legal Judgment of his Peers, or by the 
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I miſſion of Exciſe, and ſent to the Lord Keeper for 
Ithe ſame. —The Commiſſion being ſent, it was read 
Jin the Houſe, and by ſuch Commiſſion it appears, 
"Za Number of Perſons are authoriz'd and appointed, 
Iſtrictly willed and required, ſpeedily and ſeriouſly 
Ito enter into Conſideration of all the beſt and 
Iſpeedieſt Ways and Means they can for the raiſing 
Jof Money, by Impoſitions or otherwiſe, as in their 
23 Wiſdom and beſt Judgment they ſhall find to be 


I moſt convenient. 


Sir Edward Coke obſerved, cn reading the Com- 


2 miſſion in the Houſe, That the End of it was Ex- 
ciſes, for they are Impoſitions, and he would have 
the Word otherwiſe; wherefore his Advice was to 


go up to the Lords and deſire a Conference, to com- 
plain of the Commiſſion, and deſire it might be can- 


cell'd, and if there was any Enrollinent of it, to 
cancel that alſo, and that the Projector might be 
found and puniſhed. And, at a Conference with 
the Lords, That the Perſons to whom it was di- 
2. re&ed are 23 Lords, and other of his Majeſty's 
Council: The Authority committed unto them 
is to conſider how Money might be levied by Im- 


poſition or otherwiſe. It is true, ſaid he, it is but 


32 Power to levy Money by Impoſition: We do not 


find any Thing raiſed (that 1s left to your Lord- 


7 ſhips) but a Commulion to levy Money by Impo- 
7 ſition or otherwiſe; give us Leave to fear, that Ex- 


ciſe, and whatever is comprehended in it, was in- 


tended. Sure I am, it 1s againſt the Law, it is a 
very high Breach of your Lordſhips, and ours the 
Commons Liberties, and yet this being ill in itſelf 


may produce a happy Effect. 


; 


Vide Ruſhworth's Coll. p. 613, 615, 616. 
2 Who 
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Who would ever have thought that the Exciſe 
would have taken Footing here, a Word; I remem. i ( 
ber in the laſt Farliament fave one, ſo odious, that 
when Sir Dudley Carleton, then Secretary of State, 
did but name it in the Houſe of Commons, he was 
like to have been ſent to the Tower, altho* he nam'd 
it to no ill Senſe, but to ſhew what Advantage and 
Happineſs the People of England had aver other 
Nations; having neither the Gabel of 1taly, the 
Tolls of France, cr the Exciſe of Holland upon | 
them; yet upon this he was ſuddenly interrupted, | 
and called to the Bar. They have mutiny'd in di- 
vers Parts, about the Exciſe, here, in London, and 
the Tumult came to that Height, that they burnt Þ 
down to the Ground the Exciſe-Houſe in Smith- 3 
feld; and God grant, (ſays he) that our Exciſes 
here way not have the ſame Fortune as thoſe in 
Holland, to become perpetual; or as the new Ga- 
bal of Orleans, which began in the Time of the 
League and continueth to this Day, notwithſtand- 
ing the Cauſe ceaſed about 60 Years ſince; touch-⸗- 
ing which a pleaſant Tale is recorded of Henry the 
Great, who ſome Years after Peace was eſtabliſned 
throughout all the whole Body of France, going to 
his own Town of Orleans, the Citizens petition'd |? 
him that the new Tax might be aboliſhed. The 
King asked who impoſed it upon them? They 
anſwer'd, Monſ. de la Chartre, during the Time 
of the Civil Wars of the League, who was now dead. 
The King reply'd, Mon. de la Chartre leagued you, 
let him then unleague you, for my Part. 

* Vi de Mr. Howel's Letter. 

The Houſe having Notice how much the 
Country has been burthened in the Manner co . 
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collecting the Exciſe, and opprefſed by the 
Officers thereof, did refer it to the Committee 


for infpecting the Treaſuries. and regulating Of- 
X ficers and Salaries, to confider how the Exciſe 
might be brought in with the greateſt Eaſe to the 
people, and how the Oppreſſions and Burthens, 
X which have been in the managing of that Bu- 


fineſs, may be redeemed for the future, | 
. Vide Scobills Journal. 
- It was certainly the utmoſt Neceſlity that 
occaſioned the 5 to take this Courſe of 
raiſing Money by Exciſes, and in impoſing it 
they rais'd it chiefly on their own Friends and 
Adherents, and the People bore it better be- 


2 cauſe. it was in Support of a Cauſe they had 
imbarked in; but it is remarkable, that not long 
2 after the End of the Civil War, the raiſing Money 
by Exciſes was aboliſhed, and the neceſſary Sup- 


plies for the Support of the Government of the 


Commonwealth raiſed by ſmall Duties of Cuſtoms 
on Importation and Exportation, and by a Tax 
on the Lands of England. Anonymous. 


Exciſes, in Part, took Place again ſoon after the 


I Reſtoration, by laying an Exciſe on Beer and Ale; 
but the giving of this Duty was in lieu of, and 
in order to aboliſh the Court of Wards; and it 
may deferve to be remembred, that as an Equiva- 
lent to the Crown for the aboliſhing the Court of 
Wards, the Houſe of Commons firſt voted 
7 100;0c00, a Year, and to be raiſed on Land, and 
ordered a Committee to ſettle and report to the 
| Houſe what each County ſhould be rated; but 


ſome time after an Exciſe on Beer and Ale was 
propoſed in lieu of the 100, oo, to be raiſed on 
Land, 
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Land, and accordingly it was carried, -but not | 
without very great Struggle, made by thoſe who 4 | 
were for preſerving the Liberties of the People, 
and againſt giving what they did not know would 


iD 
« 


be the Sum granted; but thoſe who have had any | 


* 


Knowledge of what paſſed in thoſe Days, do not 
want to be informed, that it was the great Expec- 
tation of Numbers being provided for, either by 
Places in the managing of this Revenue, or by | 
Money, or a Penſion, out of it, that occaſtoned i 
its being carried in the Houſe of Commons. 1 
17-4 | Anonymous, | 
The late King William was ſo ſenſible of the 
Weight and Grievance of Hearth - Money, that 
immediately after his Acceſſion, his Majeſty by 
Meſſage to the Houſe of Commons ſignify'd, 1 
That being ſenſible what a grievous Burthen 

* the Duty ariſing from Fire-Hearths was to his 
* People, eſpecially the poorer Sort, his Majeſty 


“was pleaſed, either to agree to the Regulation of 
< it, or to the taking of it wholly away. 4 

The Satisfaction this Condeſcenſion of that King 
gave to the Parliament and People, eminently ma- 
nifeſted itſelf every where; and is particularly 
tranſmitted to us in the Preamble of the Act of 
Parliament which enſued, and which is as follows, 
vir. 


Anno primo Gulielmi & Mariæ Cap. 10. 


An AF for the taking away the Revenue ariſing 
ö by Hearth-Money. 


2 Tahereas his Majeſty having been informed 
* that the Revenue of Hearth-Money was grievous 


to the People, was pleaſed by his gracious 
:- Meſſage 


t | L 71 J 

o Meſſage ſent to the Commons aſſembled in Par- 

„ liament, to ſignify his Pleaſure, either to agree 

to a Regulation of it, or to the Taking it wholly 
F< away, as ſhould be thought moſt convenient by 

„the ſaid Commons. And whereas, upon 

mature Deliberation, the ſaid Commons do 

find, that the vaſt Revenue cannot be {5 re- 

„ gulated, but that it will occaſion many Diffi- 

J culties and Queſtions, and that it is in itſelf not 
only a great Oppreſſion to the poorer Sort, but a 
= © BapGE OF SLAVERY upon the whole Peo- 


ie „ple, expoſing every Man's Houſe to be entered 
at “ into, and ſearch'd at Pleaſure, by Perſons un- 
y x © known to him; We your Majeſty's moſt Dutt- 

„ful and Loyal Subjects the Commons, being 
n“ fill'd with a moſt humble and grateful Senſe of 
is “ your Majeſty's unparallell'd Grace and Favour 
ty © to your People, not only by reſtoring their 
of Rights and Liberties which have been invaded 

„ contrary to Law, but in defiring to make them 
8 happy and at Eaſe, by taking away ſuch Bur- 
a- © thens as were by Law fix'd upon them, by 
ly I © which your Majeſty will ere a laſting Monu- 
of ment of your Goodneſs in every Houſe in the 


Kingdom, do moſt humbly beſeech your Ma- 
2 © jeſty, That the ſaid Revenue of Hearth-Money 
may be wholly taken away and aboliſhed, And 
be it enacted, &c. | 


If they then gave ſuch Epithets to that grievous 
ed and odious Tax, (ſaid Mr. Hunt,) what can be 
us thought of the preſent ſtopping up the Windows 
us Þ of the Poor by Day. and even prohibiting them, 
oe by an inſupportable Duty, from Uſe of ny 
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Time and Labour towards their Subſiſtance. 
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in the Year obliged to loſe at leaſt a: Third of their 


Nay (ſaid Mr. Grant,) the Poor are not only 
deprived of Candles, but likewiſe of Fire, by the 
inſupportable Duties on Fuel in London, and other 
Purts of the: Kingdo mn. 
Ibe preſent grievous Impoſitions on Soap (ſaid 
Mr. More,) likewiſe deprive the Poor of the Means 
of keeping themſelves clean, and thus, ſtill anether 
Way is invented for their Depreſſion and Deſtrue: 
et; 3 E 3 
Since we are on the Chapter of Taxes (ſaid Mr. 
Hope,) What think you of the Taxes on Salt, 
whereby the People pay at leaſt three times as much 
as the Government receives, the reſt being ſquan- 
dered by one Fraud, Irregularity or other; fo 
that the Poor now pay on that Head about four 
Pence for what they ufed to have for a Penny? 

When the whole State of the preſent Taxes and 
Impoſitious on the People of Greet Britain ſhall 
be fairly Rated (ſaid Mr. Sanda,) the preſent un- 
uſuz} Diſcontents, eſpecially among thoſe of the 
common Sort, will not be thought ſtrange; but 
Men will rather find Cauſe to wonder that- thofe 
poor depreſſed and periſhing Creatures are not ſtill 
mote deſperate; ; 1, 408 * 
Vide, An Inquiry into the State of the Union 
of Great Britain, and the paſt and preſent 
State of the Trade and publick; Revente 
thereofe: ' 7 1 EE) E i 
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